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CHAPTER 2

THE STRATIGRAPHY OF WELL P.5347

The excavations established a complex stratigraphic history for well P.5347 (Pl. X): it was
newly realized during the Neo-Assyrian phase and it actually functioned for some time as a
water well, before being turned into a dumping ground at the time in which the palace went

out of use.

2.1. THE STRATIGRAPHIC PHASING OF AREA C SOUTH

Well P.5347 is located in the south-western sector of the palace compound in Area C (Fig.
1.1, Pls. I, 1111, VII), where the excavations by the Turco-Italian Archaeological Expedition
revealed a complex stratigraphic sequence consisting of 12 structural phases ranging from LB
[ (15"-early 14% century BCE) to the Early Islamic period (9*-10 century CE) (Marchetti
2012; 2014; 2015a; 2015b; 2019-2020; Pizzimenti and Zaina 2016). The well is attributed to
phase 9(a-b), which belongs to Iron I1I or the Neo-Assyrian period (717-605 BCE at the site).
At the end of the 8" century BCE, in fact, the inner plan of the Neo Hittite palace (phase
10)" was deeply transformed and adapted to become part of the “Palace of Sargon, king of the
world, king of Assyria” (Marchetti 2015b: 368).> This new palace consisted of at least three

main blocks enclosed within the same perimeter of the previous one (phase 10) and arranged

1 Phase 10 corresponds to the first massive architectural and urban re-organization of the area which probably
took place in the late 10 century BCE, under the ruler Katuwa, marking the beginning of Iron II at the site.

2 For the discovery in situ of a complete baked brick with that inscription of Sargon II, cf. Pizzimenti and Zaina
2016: 365.
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around a large pebbled courtyard (L.4649).> The previous structures were only partially re-
used, as indicated by a different architectural layout and the floors refurbished over the previ-
ous ones (Pls. I11.2, IV.1-2). The large Iron II courtyard L.5085 was in fact obliterated, and
in its place, three smaller rooms have been built. Well P.5347 (Pls. V, V1.1) is located in the
southernmost room that obliterates the courtyard, cutting its beaten earth floor L.5085. It
was used during both the Neo-Assyrian subphases (9a and 9b), as shown by the two superim-
posed floors associated (one for each subphase: L.5099 for 9a [Pl. VI.2] and L.5060 for 9b [Pl.
V1.3]), both made with small pebbles and small eroded pottery sherds, indicating the room
as an open space.

The well is no longer in use in the following subphase 9c, dated to Iron IIIB (i.e., the
Neo-Babylonian period), during which the palace compound sees more changes in the ar-
chitectural layout together with floors refurbishing. At the beginning of the latter phase, in
fact, the well was filled (cf. § 2.2) and then obliterated by a floor made with small pebbles and
small, eroded pottery sherds (L.5896). The recovery of one fragment of a terracotta prism,
bearing a royal inscription of king Sargon 11 (see Marchesi 2019: figs. 3, 12-18), reused into
the above-mentioned L.5896, indirectly supports the dating of subphase 9c to the end of the
7%-beginning of the 6% century BCE, following the conquest of Karkemish by the Babylo-
nians in 605 BCE (see Chapter 1). Two more inscribed terracotta prisms, the inscriptions of
which overlap in part with that of KH.15.0.300, have been recovered into the filling of well
P.5347 (cf. § 6.1).

2.2 THE CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUE, THE INNER STRATIGRAPHY
AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS IN THE WELL

It took us a full season to reach the bottom of well P.5347 (in 2015, the well having been
first identified in the 2014 campaign): its depth is about 13.62 m, from the well’s capstone to
the bottom (Fig. 1.1). The upper part of the well (cutting through earlier archaeological lev-
els) is characterized by a liner made of medium-sized stones (with an inert fill between them
and the pit’s cut), while the lower part was hewn into the bedrock (Pl. VIII.1-3). The stone
liner is 7 meters high from the well-head or the base of the well’s capstone (from 345.70 to

338.00 m asl), while the lower portion hewn into the bedrock is 6 meters deep (from 338.00

3 This court was paved with a black and white mosaic of pebbles forming a checkerboard pattern, which finds
contemporary parallels at sites such as Arslan Tash (Thureau-Dangin et al. 1931), Tell Ahmar (Bunnens 1998)
and Ziyaret Tepe (Matney and Rainville 2005), as well as in more distant areas like the recently discovered
Phoenician Santuario de Castulo in Spain (Bldsquez Martinez 2006).
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