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7H( S7RA7I*RAPH< OF :(LL P.����

7he e[caYations estaElished a comple[ stratigraphic history for well P.���� �Pl. ;)� it was 
newly realized during the 1eo�Assyrian phase and it actually functioned for some time as a 
water well, Eefore Eeing turned into a dumping ground at the time in which the palace went 
out of use.

�.�. 7H( S7RA7I*RAPHIC PHASI1* OF AR(A C SO87H 

:ell P.���� is located in the south�western sector of the palace compound in Area C �Fig. 
�.�, Pls. II, III.�, 9II), where the e[caYations Ey the 7urco�Italian Archaeological ([pedition 
reYealed a comple[ stratigraphic sequence consisting of �� structural phases ranging from L% 
I ���th�early ��th century %C() to the (arly Islamic period ��th���th century C() �Marchetti 
����� ����� ����a� ����E� ���������� Pizzimenti and Zaina ����). 7he well is attriEuted to 
phase ��a�E), which Eelongs to Iron III or the 1eo�Assyrian period �������� %C( at the site). 
At the end of the �th century %C(, in fact, the inner plan of the 1eo Hittite palace �phase 
��)� was deeply transformed and adapted to Eecome part of the ֥Palace of Sargon, king of the 
world, king of Assyria֦ �Marchetti ����E� ���).� 7his new palace consisted of at least three 
main Elocks enclosed within the same perimeter of the preYious one �phase ��) and arranged 

� Phase �� corresponds to the first massiYe architectural and urEan re�organization of the area which proEaEly 
took place in the late ��th century %C(, under the ruler .atuwa, marking the Eeginning of Iron II at the site.

� For the discoYery in situ of a complete Eaked Erick with that inscription of Sargon II, cf. Pizzimenti and Zaina 
����� ���.
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around a large peEEled courtyard �L.����).� 7he preYious structures were only partially re�
used, as indicated Ey a different architectural layout and the ௖oors refurEished oYer the preYi�
ous ones �Pls. III.�, I9.���). 7he large Iron II courtyard L.���� was in fact oEliterated, and 
in its place, three smaller rooms haYe Eeen Euilt. :ell P.���� �Pls. 9, 9I.�) is located in the 
southernmost room that oEliterates the courtyard, cutting its Eeaten earth ௖oor L.����. It 
was used during Eoth the 1eo�Assyrian suEphases ��a and �E), as shown Ey the two superim�
posed ௖oors associated �one for each suEphase� L.���� for �a >Pl. 9I.�@ and L.���� for �E >Pl. 
9I.�@), Eoth made with small peEEles and small eroded pottery sherds, indicating the room 
as an open space.

7he well is no longer in use in the following suEphase �c, dated to Iron III% �i.e., the 
1eo�%aEylonian period), during which the palace compound sees more changes in the ar�
chitectural layout together with ௖oors refurEishing. At the Eeginning of the latter phase, in 
fact, the well was filled �cf. i �.�) and then oEliterated Ey a ௖oor made with small peEEles and 
small, eroded pottery sherds �L.����). 7he recoYery of one fragment of a terracotta prism, 
Eearing a royal inscription of king Sargon II �see Marchesi ����� figs. �, �����), reused into 
the aEoYe�mentioned L.����, indirectly supports the dating of suEphase �c to the end of the 
�th�Eeginning of the �th century %C(, following the conquest of .arkemish Ey the %aEylo�
nians in ��� %C( �see Chapter �). 7wo more inscriEed terracotta prisms, the inscriptions of 
which oYerlap in part with that of .H.��.O.���, haYe Eeen recoYered into the filling of well 
P.���� �cf. i �.�).

�.� 7H( CO1S7R8C7IO1 7(CH1I48(, 7H( I11(R S7RA7I*RAPH< 
A1' 7H( 'IS7RI%87IO1 OF MA7(RIALS I1 7H( :(LL

It took us a full season to reach the Eottom of well P.���� �in ����, the well haYing Eeen 
first identified in the ���� campaign)� its depth is aEout ��.�� m, from the well֢s capstone to 
the Eottom �Fig. �.�). 7he upper part of the well �cutting through earlier archaeological leY�
els) is characterized Ey a liner made of medium�sized stones �with an inert fill Eetween them 
and the pit֢s cut), while the lower part was hewn into the Eedrock �Pl. 9III.���). 7he stone 
liner is � meters high from the well�head or the Ease of the well֢s capstone �from ���.�� to 
���.�� m asl), while the lower portion hewn into the Eedrock is � meters deep �from ���.�� 

� 7his court was paYed with a Elack and white mosaic of peEEles forming a checkerEoard pattern, which finds 
contemporary parallels at sites such as Arslan 7ash �7hureau�'angin et al. ����), 7ell Ahmar �%unnens ����) 
and Ziyaret 7epe �Matney and RainYille ����), as well as in more distant areas like the recently discoYered 
Phoenician Santuario de Càstulo in Spain �%l£squez Mart¯nez ����).
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